SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY
March 2, 2008

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE Thine is The Glory Smith

The Gathering

CALL TO WORSHIP
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
With the good Shepherd as our guide, we shall want for nothing.
God leads us along peaceful paths, restoring our souls.
Even in the shadow of death, we fear no evil.
For the Good Shepherd walks with us day and night.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow all the days of our lives.
We shall dwell in the house of the Holy God all our life long.
*HYMN “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 466
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, our comforter and guide, we confess what comes between us and you. We
have been blind to the faults in ourselves that we readily detect in others; prizing
appearance and credentials, and failing to see the heart; rushing headlong into
temptation, without thought for what is right; keeping secret what would shame us, if it
were known; denying truths voiced by people we disdain. God of light, expose to us our
sin, that we may confess it and turn from it, and so live in the light of your forgiveness
and love.
SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA PATRI

The Word

READING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Samuel anoints David, an unlikely king.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM Beneath the Cross of Jesus Carter
READING OF THE GOSPEL John 9:1-41
On the occasion of the healing of the man born blind, the Pharisees question Jesus’ identity.
This is the Gospel of the Light of the World.

Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYERFUL MEDITATION based on John 9:1-41

0 Jesus, light of the world, why were you born, and why did you die in such obscurity?
Bethlehem was hardly a shining place, the stable hardly a burning stand for Light come into the
world. Was not Calvary too an ending place for life and light; and would not a cross in the
afternoon sky, turn all eyes away?

Blind man, did your eyes turn away too? Or were you so accustomed to the dark as to see
what others could not see? For once, it was not long ago, someone seeing you all in darkness
touched your eyes and told you to wash until you saw God's glory shining through your beggar's
clothes. And you believed, no one could stop you, or explain it all away, you believed.

1 Samuel 16:1-13

SERMON Reverend Georgia N. King
HYMN “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 172
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 14
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Gentle Shepherd Gaither
*DOXOLOGY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

The Sending
*HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 387
*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION



CLOSING RESPONSE | Will Call Upon The Lord

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock; and let the God of my salvation be
exalted. The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted.
*POSTLUDE Triumph Frank
* Those who are comfortable doing so are invited to stand.

Announcements
Welcome to all who worship with us this morning. Visitors and members are asked to please
sign the Ritual of Friendship pad. Thank you for worshipping with us!

Wednesday, March 5th, there will be a potluck at 6:00, and games and choir begin at 7:00.
Thursday, March 6th, PW Circle will be meeting at 10:00 am in the church coffee room.
Sunday, March 16t there will be a Potluck dinner after Worship.

Flowers have been placed in the Sanctuary this morning by Margaret and John Edgington, in
honor of Sandy Whites Birthday.

Helping Hands contribution for March is crackers or hand soap. —— it
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